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I, James D. Thackston, declare the following: 

1. I am the inventor of the above-identified patent application, Serial No. 10/005,350. 

2. The above-identified patent application claims priority to provisional patent application 
Serial No. 60/251,585, filed on December 7, 2000. 

3. I have read and I am familiar with the Office Action mailed February 15, 2005, 
pertaining to this application. In this Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 28-56 as being 
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anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,295,513 to Thackston (the "Thackston Patent") under 35 
C.F.R, § 102(e). A copy of the Thackston Patent is attached as Exhibit A. 

4. I have read and I am very familiar with the Thackston Patent. The Thackston Patent has 
an effective publication date of September 21, 2001, as evidenced by the issue date of the 
Thackston Patent. 

5 . I am the sole inveDtor of the subject matter disclosed in the Thackston Patent. The entire 
Thackston Patent originated with and was obtained solely by me. 

6. Further, I am the sole inventor of the subject matter of the present patent application 
serial no. 10/005,350. This subject matter originated with and was obtained solely by me. 

7. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made 
on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that the statements were made with 
the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patents issuing thereon. 
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